











ray 20, 1914.

~ Your enthusiastic letter does me great good.
fine to be happy but it is stil]l Dbetter to know
rs are hapoy with you., 1 think the gift of
grow on us all the more we think off it,
will assist greatly in dignifying and

the student life at Middlebury. To enter
and dignificd puilding eonsecrated to :

8 every day of one's college course, and
te in a worthy service appropristely cone
with nplifting wusic, exercises an influe.
unperceived, but of greatest possible value.
yjury has had all tco little of the external

;qmgga cul ture and a rich spiritual life.

Wﬁ? eourse the gift is mest timely coming so
the Carnegie rcport. 1 am sure it will have
nfluence in Verwont toward o cordigl, sym~
ent of the college. To me it aupurs
gnntitional grant from the Leneral

i;@andiﬁion uﬂa,eraatly
Ly no college has a field with
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Rev, Dr. John M. Thomss, LL. D.,
President of Middlebury College.

My Dear President Thomes:-
In commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of my graduation from

Middlebury College, and in recognition of the gracious kindness c¢f my
heavenly FPather to me throughout my life, I desire to erect & chapel to
B A2 v

serve &8 a place of woeship for the college, to be known as the Mead
Memorial Chapelf I heve in mind & dignified and substantial structure,
in harmony with the other buildings of the college, and expressive of
the simplicity and strength of character for which the inhsbitents of
this valley and the State of Vermont have always been Qistinguished.

It was my great-great-grandfather, the first white settler of this
valley, who brought the first copy of the Holy Bible into this unbroken

wilgernesa and it was his wife, my great-great-grandmother, who gathered
her, family about her in an indian wigwam for the first christian ser-

vice of the Vermont pioneers of this immediate region. With this
memory ever present, it has been my hope and prayer that I might be
able and permitted tc build for this college a suitable place for

divine worship and that it might rise from the highest point on its
campus a8 a 8ymbol of the position, most prominent in every respect,

which christian character and religious faith should alwsys maintain

in its werk for our youth.

I have in mind the furnishing of from $50,000 to $60,000 for the
erection of such a structure, and I hereby suggest that the Trustees
of the College secure appropriate plans for its erecticn which shall
meet with my approval, and that said Board appoint a Building Committee

at once, consisting of President Thomas, former President Brainerd and
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myself to make the necessary contracts for such a structure and to

supervise theersction of the same, and I will then bind myself and my

estate to provide the necessary means for its erection and completion
in accordance with the suggestions of this letter and with the contracts

to be made by your committee.

Respectfully,

6%£24’hﬁ(324ﬁ¢4wb4’fzgiéﬁélffi-

AN

§?é47; /4 /2

o
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PRESIDENT'S OFFICE,
THE HOWE SCALE COMPANY,
RUTLAND, VERMONT,

Rutland, Vt., May 16, 1914,

President John . Thomes,
lfiddlebury, Vt.

My Dear Priend:-
We arrived home 1ast evening on time, about 12:15, and this morn-
ing ghortly after arriving at the cffice I receiyed fh ;exterior
sketch of the chapel. It is the same one that he had here on Thureday,
gave that he has made a 1ittle slit in the mat and carried the steeple
un tc the height which was considered when ycu and President Brainerd
were with me. I @on't know just vhy he sent this to me. I have kept
the he=avy cardboard and 4if yeu wish, I will send it to you at once.
There has been no other change, as I could see, in the drawing, save
the extension of the steeple.
Thanking you for the many courtesies received last evening anaé
with very kindest regards to lMre., Thomss and your family, I am,
Yourg most regnectfully,
’ W }' S Ay _ #”
{/ 4 V- A
) Ll & f -8 ‘ . J - -

X .
i e

-
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PREsroesTSs OFrioe,
THE HOWE SCALE COMPANY,
RUTLAND, VERMONT,

Rutland, V¢., May 18, 1914.

Doctor John . Thomas,
Middlebury, Vt.

My Dear Friend:-
You said something sbout trouble in getting more than one architect

te figure on the chapel. I confess what you said had startled me a
little bit and T have taken a little pains tc ascertain if there was

anything speeially unusual existing among architecte, and this after-
noon have learned that there is a perfect combination among many of the
leading architeets that if one has been ealled uron to figure: that no
other member of that society will make drawings or estimates without
there is really a combination between them, and whatever the second
man doee is fully Xmown tc the first. You may be aware of this ar-
rengement, but I must confess it was new to me, and I probably should
not have learned of the seme had it not been for the stray remark which
you made. Thie then is the situation. I write to advise you of this
condition and alsc to agk 4f you were advised of the same before?

With best wighes, T am,

Yourg truly,

Middlebury-000515
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PreEsinENT'A OFFICE.
THE HOWE SCALE COMPAN Y.
RUTLAND, VERMONT,

Rutland, Vt., May 22, 1914.

Doctor John M. Thomas,

Middlebury, Vt.

My Dear Doctor Thomas:-

After further consideration of the subjeet which we had under

discussion yesterday for an hour or more, I can but feel, ae you advise,
that it would be & geed idea for us to have an advisory committee named

from among your faculty. I regret that T am not more thoroughly ac=

quainted with the various members of your faculty, but I do know Profes-
gors Wright, Sanford and Harrington, who spoke at the meeting on Friday
evening last, and I can but feel that =11 of these gentlemen would be
specially interested in this subject, and I am sure they would be of
great benefit to wus. If this meets with your approvel and these gen-
tlemen would be pleased to serve in this advisory capaecity, I am sure
it would be a great pleasure and a benefit to our present committee.
Should be pleased to hear from you on this subjeet.
With very kind regards, I am,
Yours most respectfully,
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the chapel. We found that they are revising
their atudy some and i think in a short time
“they will show us a plan, which vhile following
 the same genepal Teatures as that we now have,
~ will show better symmetry and proportion and be
.~ a marked improvem-nt, I wae pleased with the

- careful study they appear to be giving Lo Lhe

o whole question. 7Their ideas of the interior
seem to me excellent and I believe with such
‘" a ghupel we would have a building equal to any

in religious impressiveness and dignify of
style. Doctor Barton then took ke to the office
)f the architects who consirncted the chapel in
tes College, 'iaine, the 1lntest college chapel
be d in New England. 1 am confident
g we are planning will Le much su-
;wle and appearmnce to the rates crhapel.

- I find in my majl further letters of
and congrstulation from memters of Lhe
74 tees, i.e., Wessrs Vright, Lello:sg,
y and ¥letcher. Ferhaps you would like
ypies of all the leiters Trom wenberf
. 1 will be gled to have them copied

.
5 T4 - .

— e 4. - ! _
it 'S - Paithiully yours,

L] ‘l"
P
T | B

. J
Y [ 1
N

& e
o




PRESIDENT'S Ovriow,
THE HOWE SCALE COMPANY,
RUTLAND, VERMONT,

Rutland, Vvt., May 26, 1914.

Doctor John M. Thomas,
President of Middlebury College,
Middlebury, vt.

My Dear Doctor:-

Yours of the 25th at hand and noted. I am pleased that the ad-

vigory cormittee from the faculty will be only tooc willing to assist
in our endeavors to make the chapel & structure of which we shall all
be proud.

As tc the Rising & Velson Slate Co., they wrote me a very nice
letter and they are quite prominent people in ocur county. T advised
them that I would write you at once as to the above =2nd this will help
to méke friends with them for the next few months, when possibly we may
need the same, '

As to the heating system, surely we cannot get these different
parts in shape any too early end nct be held up at some unfortunate time
during the construction of the building.

I shell be pleased to see the new sketeh of the chapel by Messrs.
A. & C. when they have the game to submit.

Iwo young gentlemen called here yesterday with sketches of the
chapel, whom I have never geen or heard of before. They were very

anxious to be permitted to make some dr=wings. 1 told them 1 knew of

no objection, though I tried to convince them that their chances for

doing anything substantial would be very very small.

You advise that you have letters from various members of the board,
ete. If not too much trouble, should be pleased to receive copies

cf the same.

Thanking you in advance for this favor, 1 remain,

1ours very tr
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Pupsingxt's OFFIORE,

THE HOWE SCALE COMPANY,
R(Iyg,\'l‘l. YVERMONT,

e

Doctor John M. Thomas,

Rutland, Vt., May 28, 1914.

Middlebury, Vt.
My Dear Doctor:-
I have just received your favcr of the 27th and have read the same
with great pleasure, alsc have received the carbon copies received from

the various trustees, all of which T have read with interest and wi

file with the other pavers.

. b/ i =
I notice in the crder of exercises you state. “cerinture lesson from

the first copy of the Holy Bible brought into the Champlaejn vslley.
e e i

I think you intended this to be, intoc the Otter Creek valley.

e, R

Yesterday I was obliged tc go tc Pittsford in esccordance with a

promise made to sppraise the estate of Mrs. George V. Boardman, and in
accordance with his special request, and I regret toc state that 1I

found Doctor Bosrdman very very feeble and very deaf. I was almest
osrry that I had met him, because I should much rather thinr of him as

I saw him some two years or so ago. I also met Dr. Henry Walker and he
geemed to me very feeble and nervous, and it appeared to me that he was
unnecessarily worried over this what appesled to me as a very simple
matter. I assured him that I could help him out and he needn't give
it another thought. He seemed specially pleased at this. Mrs.
Boardman's will is a very strange document, but I had with me Judge
Harmon, our county clerk and one of our best lawyers, and he statead
that the thing could be worked out, as he thought, satisfacterily. I
kept in mind all the time the fact that both Doctor and Mrs. Boardmsn
were tc endow a professorship at the college and I hope that there will

be a good substantial sum left for the same. T-shall-be pleaseite
Middlebury-000521
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llay:x28, 1914.

Savemw liead}

e just received a very interesting

) ._Mm. formky president of Middlebury.
-IK Tgo&- ﬂmy grateful to Novtor Hamlin fox
hitm whigh he hus w::.vun Lo our

rol ﬁmﬁ his letter contains very

ﬁalﬁ w_eek. and then- have a
'ith m l’uaulw advisory
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PrRESIDENT'S OFpFiCE,
THE HOWE SCALE COMPANY,
RUTLAND, VERMONT.

Rutland, Vt., June 2, 1914.
Doctor John M. Thomas,
Middlebury, Vt.
My Dear Friend:-

I have yours of the 1lst, advising of the meeting tc be held at
Middlebury orn the 5th inst. I will endeaver to come up on the train
leaving here about 11 o'eclock &nd shell hore to meet you.

As to the Program, I know of no reason why it would not be gll
right in every way. T have some doubts about Doctor Boardman being
able tc be nresent, a&s when I saw him last he was certainly very fee-
ble. Would it be appropriate for Doctor Brainerd tc mzke the prayer
$o which you refer, or would you think it advisable for some cother
person? If there is nobody else whom ycu thought would be of special

benefit, it would be very agreeable to me if Doctor Brainerd could tske

gome pert in the exercises.

Yours very truly,
/ 4 /£ ]’/q/f" ” Z
() prppl S-Szt

Middlebury-000526



ey June 2, 1vl4.

‘ Bectﬁr thn A nead.
g Rutland, Varmcmt.

My dear anernax Head;

EEaeiC I have just received your letter of
y 'Bﬁhﬁqhﬁ;ﬁlao your letter of June lst, the

_ what ha could do. We can see him Yriday
_:y@a1nra here if necessary. :

oo Asg t@ the program, L will make the
rection as to the Ctter Creek valley. 1 an

X e sure whether you think it would be wise
» circumstances to invite Doctor Loardman
the vrayer. I think it guite probatle
ould decline, but I will follow your

- in the maiter. I feel that this is an

it part of the exercises and we wani Lo
Yersonally 1 would prefer a
iddlebury, if we could find the
‘ﬂﬂﬂ alse di1scuss thia subjiect on

“ﬂﬁ&@a&gly ve an interestzng

take the first piece of sod
ergreen Cemetery in )

‘no. ﬂj&eeﬁinn to doing this.

=k T




1 am very giad yau‘couhd help Doctor
h@ﬁ_nﬁcﬁor Walker. 'I am sure they coth
deep gralitude and aflectionaie inter-
f_'andu af Hlddlebury. Pcrhaps you

of aeurse this amount is now nald 1eg-
potor Hoardman. On his death the agree-

a2t a professorship be established
int namea. If there isg unythiug

f}pﬂ you are interesting lr. Vilbur.
! on my mailing list for some Lime,

| now ang commencement will tay -Lo drep
y6 items with reference Lo the college
_gzhava seen or possikbly has fore

-

o~



PRESIDEXT'S Owrprioe,
THE HOWE SCALE COMPANY,
RUTLAND, VERMONT.

Rutland, Vt., June 6, 1914.

Docteor John M. Thomas,
Middlebury, Vt.

My Dear friend:-

I have just received your circular letter addressed to the alumni
and friends of Middlebury, and would be pleased if you could send me
a dozen or fifteen more, and also an equal number of the programs for
commencement week. Should like to use them among some of our friends
who possibly would be pleased to be at commencement this year.

And now | wigsh to refer to & subject of special interest, though I
am embarrassed by being pledged to secrecy evenbfor the second time.
After leaving you, I met an accuaintance and he seemed quite a little
affected and told me that I had antieipated his act, as he had made his
will appropriating quite a respectable sum for the erection of a chapel
for the college, and he says, "what you have done €imply cuts me out".
I had but a few moments before it was time to leave for the train and
thus our conference was short. I stated that there were other uses
that eould be made of his money, which would be just as pleasing, 1
felt, as what I had done, and urged him not to forget Middlebury, even
though the building of the chapel was provided for. Without doubt he
will receive the circular letter which you have forwarded to me and may
£ind scmething in it which will be attractive, but if you wish to write
me stating in whaet direction he could spend this money for the best
gervice of the college I will follow up the subject industriously.

] only wish that | could give you the name, because he is a splendid

friend of yours, and ! 8hall endeavor to prevail upon him to release me
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(J. M. T. #2)

He took me one side, that nc one
1

from the obligation of secrecy.
should see or mistrust that we were having this special talk.

wanted to tell ycu of thic at the very earliest moment poseible, that

you may realize the situation.
Yours very truly,
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.I-L:..'I'-l :I._.L ,
-"'—:_f. S S8t Wiy
'“J-‘ e
Ay E. _-_-.g_'- v
f‘ lihmn John A, Eead.
m, Vermont.

mw Governor Nead;
F - 1 have your letter of June 6th and we
ou at once fifteen additional copies
ar letter of June 2 and the same number”
nt programs. I am naturslly very much
you have found some one who is intere
ing up a building for Middlebury Cole
s ghould ke no difficuliy in findiug
¢h would be highly useful and contribuée
.evth of the institution and the value of

8 Lo me that owr Cirst need now is
oys8 on the heirht heside the new
accommodations for only atout seventiys
we have this year one hindred mnd eighty
. The gurpius find boarding places in
d there are a number of rented fraters=-
would be a great desl better in ev 1y
our students together on the hill.
 of them in college buildings,
- we have in close proximity
tories. 'The ccllege is negloct-
%y fhr'uoral influence in not
usinz and daily life
e for Lhe girls and
_.iﬁ exvise them, but
y W.ense, wh;u.a
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.l‘“F hur:.-«nn.;\,..n OrrION,
* HOWE Scark comMpany.

RUTLAND, vERMONT,

Rutland, Vt., June 10, 1914.

Doctor John M. Thomas,
Middlebury, Vt.

My Dear Friend:-
I have just returned from New York and find yours of the B8th, and

wish to thank you for the information. I will endeavor to get in
touch with our friend as to the dormitory for the boys and I will urge
that to the very 1limit, and I shall ask him to allow me to advise you
of the information he gave me, as I am so sure you will handle this sub-
Jject far better than I. He seemed quite a little touched and appar-
ently disappointed in our talk, as he ‘said he had been thinking for
quite a while of the pleasure he would obtain in giving the chapel.
I expect to see you on Friday evening next, as I note there is to be a
meeting of the alumni and alumnae of Middlebury here on Friday evening.

With best wishes to all and specially to your family, I am,

Yours most respectfully,

™\
v
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PRESIDENTIS OrrFIoE,
THE HOWE SCALE COMPANY,
RUTLAND, VERMONT,

Rutland, Vt., June 13, 1914.

Doctor John M. Thomas,
Middlebury, Vt.

My Dear Friend:-

I intended to speak with you last evening about asking Judge Wickes
to serve with us on our committee. The thought has occurred to me
time snd again, but I did not recall the subject when we hsppened to
be together. If agreeable to you and Pregsident Brainerd, it surely
would be to me, that we Ts t have his advice and assistance as to the
construction of the Egziﬁﬁiw Please extend to him my very kind

regards and make this suggestion if it meets with your approval.

Yours very truly,
) @ AL A NI T
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June 1lb, 1lvld,

Hon, John A. lead,

- Rutland, Vermont.

¥y dear CGovernor Mead;

I wieh to acknowledge rec=int of your
Iattér of June 13th and in nccordance therewith
1 will take pleasure in inviting Judge VWeeks to
- serve with us on the committee for the erect.on

i'“ifj %&?ﬁ the lead Memorial Chapel.

- - I earnestly hope we siall be able 1o

aemu to a clear judgment as to the kind of Luilde

Ng wa»wiah to erect during Lhe commencenent mee

in
“working nlans and specifications nnd
building well started during the sumuer.

will get to Boston and have anotgher inter-
e www. Collens,

. The more ! think of the idea which I
gm&u about the othor day with reference
mt Brainerd, the more approprisnte the

,: ~of the other trustees.

;Eaithfully-youra.

t&na. ba%-l

L=

order that we may proceed with the nree-

leaving for Wortiester this noon and if posge

gseema’ to me and 1 think 1 shall confer

. Bradford to pronoune
- on the afternoon
e inconvenient,




PRESIDENT'S Ovricr,
THE HOWE SCALE COMPANY.
RUTLAND, \‘ICIL\[!!NT-

Rutland, Vt., June 16, 1914.
Doeter John M. Thomas,
Middlebury, Vt.

My Dear Friend:.-

I have Jjust received yours of the 15th and note thaot you would
suggest of Judge ﬁ!‘kéﬁ accepting our invitation as a member of the
building committee. I regret that I did@ not think of this before, but
whenever I have been in Middlebury i£ hggfﬁeen;; gocd desl of a hurry
to return as quickly as possible, that business would not pile up on me
here at the factory, and I have thought, as I stated in former letter,
maeny a time of your suggestion as to Judge W&EE!S and I certainly
thought it was advisable. I shall be delighted to have him with us.

As to the completing of the plans, I am just as anxious as you and
would be more than pleased to have this building started at the earliest
moment possible, though I do hope that we will not regret what we un-
dertake, and when the plans are acceptable, then for us tc find some
contractor as quickly as possible.

As to Doctor Brainerd taking a vert in the laying of the ccrner-
stone, ete., it would be very pleasing to me.

I will endeavor to take up the subject of Mr. Bradford's being
present. ‘

I think 1 have not yet seen the announcement of the hour when the
laying of the corner stone will be held. Several have asked me, but I
could not tell them.

Thanking you for this information, I am,

Yours most respectfully,
R

P. 8. T have Jjust had a talk with Mr. Brad forjngatkbhsy-000538



(J. M. T. #2)

that he knows of nothing now to detain him from being with us on Tues-
day at the laying of the corner stone, and exvresses a great deal of

pleasure in the suggesticon which is being made of his taking part.

I have also just this moment been and ordered a copper box and

have asked our man to make it 6" x 8" x 13". I think we talked about

having the hole somewhat larger than that, but that will permit this

being inserted without any trouble.

. DA
/ y v
%
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