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(Copy of reply %o Dr. D. ¥, Pearsons)

May ¢, 1208.
Pr. D. K. Pearsons,
Binsdale, T1l1.
Dear Sir:
‘T the®k vou for your kind ew consideration of
ny appeal in btehalf of Middlebury Ccllefe, and 1 €ladly
reply to vcur ocuestiocus.

Our productive endowment is $420,000.C0. We spsat
last vear $28,153.37, and this is abovt our yearly buddet.

Ye have eleven (11) teachers, i.e., the President, |
eight (8) full Professors, and two (2) instructors.

Two additional instructors are engaped for next year.

‘T 2w certain that the Ccllege is needed, and abiolutely
Ssure that it will live. Otherwise I should not have given
up flattering prospscts in the ministry to cast in my 1lctl
with its fortunes., Tt is ag fixed in the 2reen hills as
Camel?’s Bump and Killington, teing anchtored by €2232,000.00
worth of stone and marble buildinsgs, and by the enthusiastic
loyalty and love of hundreds of frieunds, mcéstly poor, but
all rieh in couracge, !

No Church controls the College, but ‘it is Congregaticnal
in sympathy, dits Presidents for over 100 years having beenl

Cengsregational clergdyman. The studzsnts are obliged to
attend prayers daily, and the Chuwrch of their choice on
Sunday.

We have had co-sducation fcocr 25 years, since 1883.

The admjission of women is a fixed pclicy, and will not be
retracted.

I expect to raise much wore thau £100,000 in the next
few vears. T think I am & €oco0d beggar. 1 started a |
Church with nothing, and in fifheen years left it with a
property of 35,000, free of debt, having raised alsoc
RE000 a year for current expenses and OVET $22,000 for

risRidifsested €50,000, not as our total need, but as whab
'T bope vou will see your way to give for education in youl
native State. We should have st least $250,000.00 for a


kerry
Highlight


2.
Woman’s College, and if you will give me a start, I will
set out to get it. But I plead with you for $50,000.00
now, to mezet the pressing need of a buildins for our girls
to live in, sowme central place to gather for their socisal
life, and to allow us to employ a Dean or Matron te look
after them. They are now scabitered in the homes of the
village, end we have no one to suvervise them, except the
teachers who have already all they shounld do in their work
for the uwen. i

Marble it cheap in Yernmont, and for the sum named we
will erect e btwilding that will do you lasting honor, and
will be a blessing to hundreds of ¢irls who otherwise I
wonld be without cprortunity of hisher education.

Puch a gift now would make you the virtu2l foundeér of our
work for women, as hitherto we bave had no gifts especially
for a woman’s collecge.

‘It is true that the~Univeréiiy cf Vermont is uear us,
but it is also true that we can get all the girls we cani
take care of. They coume tc us not only from Vermont, dbut
also from Mass., New York, and Ccnn., bteing shut out of |
colleges nearer them by prohibitory expenses., Eesides the
emphasis at Rurliacton is on the courses in Medicine, !
Engineering, and AfricVlyture: in stricbly ccllede work
we have more students to-day than they have. The two
jnstitutions are wcrking in harmony, pursuing different
lines, and there is abundent room for both, Middleburylis
not inaccessible to the largest centers of population in
the United States, a2nd these centers, not Vermonh alone,
ave her field.

T am 38 years o0ld, have good health, and am full of
ambitiocn for mwy Vermont collesge, I am $oine into it a®
my life-work, The wisest men I can find approve my course
and say I have a great opportunity. 'I have much to do for
the men also, tut for the immediate needs of the dirls T an
lookingd to you with earnesst hope.

Faithfully Yours,

John M. Thomas '(sicned)
Ct(;/mal s R )
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/908
(COPY) (30¢_)
Binsdale, May 12%h.
Dr, Thonas:

You need $100,000 to do the work .vi#ght. ¥du must
have a heating elant. T will e¢ive you $25,000 when yom raise
$75,000. 'If you can et along with less, 'I will give you $1 for
every $3 you raise. / -

‘T have only one stvle of doing business. ’
Pruly D.K.Pearsons
This is co=education I understand you.
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Ist'artcd in to give, as shrewdly and as much like a Yankee as all

Nis earlier life he had acquired, and on as large a scale. He

ssalected the small Colleges for his field, the scattered institu-

tions that bring higher education within the reach of the

thousands in remote and humble homes, who have not the
initiative nor the resources to attend the large Universities. To
date he has given away over four and a half millions, and he has
encouraged others to give three times as much. “I have but
one style of doing business', he writes me : by which he means
that he always attaches a condition making every College raise
about $3 for every $1 of his gift.

It is a fact that the good Samaritan did not stand and pro-
claim that he would give §5 to help the poor fellow out if other .
people would make it $20, but Dr. Pearsons does not claim to
be a good Samaritan. He is investing money in the heads and
hearts of young men and women, and he invests it in such a
manner as to make it attract the largest amount of capital to
accompany it, in order that it may do the most good. The
General Education Board, a body of men distinguished for
educational and philanthropic wisdom, has endorsed the
method of Dr. Pearsons by imposing similar conditions in
their benefactions.

DR. PEARSONS AND MIDDLEBURY.

When I was making my plans for Middlebury, 1 wrote Dr.
Pearsons a letter. I told him I wanted to build up a larger
and better College for boys and girls of the humbler homes of
the northern mountains. I reminded him that he was born in
Vermont, and with all his benefactions he had done nothing for
the College of his native State. I pledged him the best effort
that is in me in behalf of those who have a hard time to get a
start, if he would come to my help. He wanted to know all
about Middlebury, just where the College‘svtood, and after
investigation of the facts he wrote me: “You need about
000 to do the work right. I will give you 525,900 when
' This offer was announced at my inaugura-
,and at the issue of this Bulletin the fund

$100,
you raise $£75,000.'
tion, June 24, 1908

‘amounts to $81,793. b




3 MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE BULLETIN.

“*“WHAT TO DO WITH MONEY"

The friends of Middlebury College naturally wish to know
about one who wishes to help them, and as Dr. Pearsons was the
first man to bring large hope to my heart, I am glad for the
chance to let him speak for himself as to the fun he has had in
giving to small Colleges, and why he believes in them. The
remarkable story of some of his earlier gifts is set forth graphic-
ally in a speech he made at Battle Creek, Mich., ten years ago.
I have his permission to reproduce this address. Itisinteresting
to notice that when Dr. Pearsons makes a proposition to a
College, and they meet his terms, he sometimes promptly makes
them another offer. In some instances, when they can show
good cause, he has come to their help with a gift outright.
Perhaps Dr. Pearsons has noticed something like this himsell.
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April 3, 1909,

Dr. D, . Pearsons,
Pasadens, cglie,

Hy dear Dr. Pearsens:

darry 1ndesa o loarn of your
) LB Bring you o bit of choer to

Enow that there has now been promised to us the $75,000

I

8xpect to have the cash 21l in within a few weeka, and
to be able t¢ senda you a 148t and statoment to that
effect.

¥ith most earnemt gratitude amd sinseve
g0od wishes for your early recoverdyyl am

?ai&hfully'yburs,

I



Fehrnary 9, 1910,

¥r. D. K. Pearsons,
Hinsdale, Ill.
Ky dear MNr. "earsons:

Ivery room and every space in our two
dormitories for boys is occupied. Ro oan not poasibly
srowd another boy in. Kext £2ll we shall receive at
least forty more boyé than we graduate in June. That, is
oconservative: I really helieve we shall have b5 nore.
1f we could nrovide room for them, in twe wears we counld
have 100 more boys than aan he taken care of in onr nresent
accommodations, Our last dormitery for hovs wag built in
1861, and for seven years we have gained 20 atndenfs & year,
and the last two years we have gained §56.

We are as badly off for recitation roons. Fe have
now 19 Professors and only 13 recifatien rooms. Hext year
we shall have P21 teachers, and only 13 roons. It is hard
to know where to put the alasses, and we have %o keaep resita-
tions going until fice o'clock, and also Saturdays, whoen the
boye need thet ftime for earning noney.

Will yow give me 550,000 1if T will ratise 5150,000
additional? I want it to build a dormitery for hoys, and
to prrovide more recitation roonms. I€ you will give me

antil July 1, 1911, I know T can get the money, and I can

"L


kerry
Highlight


-0 N.ie Poarsens.

have the dormitory ready for that fall. I an 4in hetter
shape to get H150,000 now than I was o get the §75,000
when you made the offer of $£5,000. T wonld rather rou
would make me work for i%, sinee 1% enahlas me te get other
friends, and helps greatly in stirring intareat,

60 per cent of our atndents are from Vermnnt3 and
the rest are from plain homes of northern New “ngland and
Hew York. 1t is out of the question for these boys and
girls to go to the expensive collegens all around 8. We
81111 give table hoard at 33 a week, and propese te keep
it so. cur rooms are less than &1 a week, wifh heat and
1ight. I am going to put in my 1life to build and pre-
serve & plain, simple, but good college, for the nld
Varmont stoek.h 1 have no other amhition, and I will not
be turned aside. 74thin a year T have pnf away snggest-
ions of two 86000 a year pulpits. My life ia in this
college: you gave me my first 1if4, and T fnrn to yon
with courage for my second great effort.

¥e shall bave the new huilding for girls ready, on
{ts magnificent new asite - 35 scres - for next fall. #é
want to e¢all it Pearsons Hall, if you will lef us. Ve
shall have 100 girls on that hill, and the building will
be full.

13
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-3 D.X. Poarsons.

The past year I have made nmyself a miasionary %o
the people 0f Vermont. I have spoken in 70 tewns &inoce
July, end have tried fo 1ift up with all myr might. Thias
work turns the thonght of the Vermont people to our college
ag never before. %e have over 400 applications for ocata-
logues for next year. I appeal to you £o help me provide
& place for them. #ith the endowment we had and our new
appropriation from the State we are fairly well off for
Professors, but we are mighty weak in huildings. #ith
all my strength I appeal to you for help, and T do not want
anvthing better than wour old propeortion, 31 to 3$3.

Failthfully yours,

14



